
What do the numbers mean?

Polyethylene
Terephthalate

soda bottles
water bottles

shampoo bottles
mouthwash bottles
peanut butter jars

High Density
Polyethylene

milk, water and 
juice jugs

detergent bottles
yogurt tubs

margarine tubs
grocery bags

Vinyl

Clear food pack-
aging, shampoo 

bottles

Low Density
Polyethlene

bread bags
frozen food bags

squeezable 
botttles

(mustard, honey)

Polypropylene

ketchup bottles
yogurt tubs

margarine tubs

Polystyrene
(Styrofoam)

meat trays
egg cartons

cups & plates

Other

3 & 5 gallon water 
bottles

some juice bottles

Symbols

Have you ever wondered about those little numbers inside a 
triangle of arrows on the bottom of plastic containers? They tell 
you the kind of plastic used to manufacture the soft drink bot-
tles, laundry detergent packages, milk jugs, and other plastic 
bottles that you purchase. The numbers and letters are intend-
ed as identification codes to facilitate the recycling process.

1 2 43 5 6 7

PETE HDPE V LDPE PP PS OTHER

  26

**Styrofoam** 
DOES NOT go 

in your 
recycling bin.


