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HOUSATONIC RESOURCES RECOVERY AUTHORITY  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

Monday, February 25, 2019, 10:30 a.m.  

Room 133 Brookfield Town Hall  

100 Pocono Road, Brookfield, CT 06804  

Members or Alternates Present   Others Present:  

Bethel, Matthew Knickerbocker  8 Dan Rosenthal, First Selectman Newtown 

Brookfield, Sheldon Conn  7 Sheldon Conn, Brookfield 

Danbury, Joel Urice  36 Fred Hurley, Newtown  

Kent, Bruce Adams  1 Suzanne Von Holt, New Milford 

New Milford, Pete Bass 12 Ken Vallera, AAW 

Newtown, Herbert Rosenthal 12 Brian Creighton, AAW 

Redding, Julia Pemberton 4  

Ridgefield, Rudolph Marconi 11  

Sherman, Don Lowe   2  

 93  

 

Members Absent 

Bridgewater 

New Fairfield 

 

Call to Order:    

The meeting was called to order by Chairman R. Marconi at 10:30 a.m. with a quorum of 

93 votes present from nine towns.  R. Marconi led everyone in the pledge of allegiance. 

J. Pemberton joined the meeting via conference call. 

Public Comment:   

There were no public comments.  

Chairman and Members' Comments:    

There were no comments by any Authority members.  

 



 

 

Director's Report:  

J. Heaton-Jones highlighted the following items from her written report: 

• MSW tonnage year to date is running at 105% compared to same time last year. 

• Recycling tonnage is running at 71% compared to the same time last year.  A significant 

drop is due to All American Waste pulling curbside recycling out of the HRRA system. 

• E-waste tonnage is at 94% compared to the same time last year. 

• J. Heaton-Jones is currently participating in Stakeholder meetings for the Bottle Bill at 

the LOB in Hartford.  The Director also submitted a request to the Environment 

Committee Leadership to have a public hearing on banning single use plastic bags. 

• HRRA issued an RFP for HHW on February 1st and all proposals are due March 1st. 

• An RFP for E-waste will be issued on March 1st and will be due April 1st. 

• The annual Recycling Billboard Contest ceremony is scheduled for April 24th, 5:30pm.  J. 

Heaton-Jones encouraged CEOs to put the date and time on their calendars and make 

every effort to attend. 

• Wheelabrator announced the official 2019 tip fee.  Based on the actual CPI the MSW Tip 

Fee will increase from the estimated $88.11 to $88.21/ton retroactive to January 1, 2019.  

 

Administrative Approvals:  

 

a) Minutes of December 7, 2018 Meeting 

Motion by J. Urice, second by D. Lowe to accept the minutes as presented.  Vote:  All in 

favor.  (93 yes votes.) 

 

b) Financial Statements through January 30, 2019 

The Director reviewed the financials noting the short fall in recycling tonnage will impact 

Recycling Revenue.  If the current trend continues to year end the recycling tonnage will 

be approximately 9,700 tons, resulting in a potential $19,000 shortfall.  The Director 

further explained this could potentially be offset by the MSW tonnage.  On the current 

trajectory MSW could hit 130,000 tons.  After several hypothesis were offered as to what 

was influencing the MSW tonnage variances, J. Heaton-Jones committed to analyze the 

data. Motion by H. Rosenthal, second by M. Knickerbocker to accept the Financial 

Statements through January 30, 2019 as presented.  Vote:  All in favor.  (93 yes votes.) 

  

Old Business:  

 

a) Recycling Markets Update:  The Director reviewed the market reports attached to the 

agenda packet identify attachment D15 as the best, most concise overall information. 

 

b) Glass Pilot Program Update:  R. Marconi, M. Knickerbocker and J. Heaton-Jones met 

with Oak Ridge in early January to discuss the implementation of the regional glass pilot 

program and the proposed contamination fees.  After much discussion it was 

determined the first step was starting with a small sample of towns for 90 days to see 



 

 

how residents would handle the transition and what experience each transfer station 

operators experienced.  They chose Bethel, Redding and Ridgefield.  The glass containers 

were delivered on February 1st.  HRRA provided brochures and signage.   J. Heaton-

Jones provided photos of the materials collected that were sent to Strategic Materials for 

initial feedback on acceptability as well as the tri-fold brochure being handed out to 

residents.  J. Heaton-Jones will analyze data to provide feedback on impact of potential 

shift of glass from mixed recycling stream.  Glass makes up an estimated 22% of the 

mixed recycling stream. 

New Business: 

a) Request for a Regional Recycling Coordinator: 

The HRRA Director proposed exploring the possibility of adding a position to HRRA to 

support towns with tasks customary executed by a local recycling coordinator.  

Discussion resulted in a request for more details about the position and potential 

alternate funding sources. Motion by M. Knickerbocker, second by H. Rosenthal, to 

explore the position’s cost and responsibilities.   Vote:  All in favor.  (93 yes votes.) 

 

b) Oak Ridge Request to increase tip fee July 1, 2019: 

Motion by M. Knickerbocker, second by P. Bass, to go into executive session for the 

purpose to discuss the Regional Solid Waste and Recycling System Agreement Contract 

between HRRA and Oak Ridge, and Oak Ridge’s request to increase the MSW tip fee as 

well as to invite the Executive Director, and T. Carlson.  Vote:  All in favor.  (93 yes votes.) 

The Authority entered executive session at 11:07 a.m. The Authority came out of 

executive session at 11:26 a.m.  The Authority returned to public session at 11:26am and 

there were no votes taken.   

 

Adjournment:    

Motion by M. Knickerbocker, second P. Bass, the meeting was adjourned at 11:27 a.m.  Vote:  

All in favor of adjournment.  (93 yes votes.) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tiffany Carlson 

Administrative Assistant  

 

 

 

 

 









Rate escalation formula Wheelabrator Bridgeport,LP 2017 (estimate) worksheet for HRRA:

Per Section V(1) WSDA Service Fees:

FEES 2004 2018 act 2019 Increase

Tip Fee 61.41$              71.80$                             72.41$                                          

Transfer Fee 7.49$                 8.76$                               8.83$                                             

Transportation Fee 5.06$                 5.92$                               5.97$                                             

Program Fee (a) 0.55$                 1.00$                               1.00$                                             

Total Fee 74.51$              87.47$                             88.21$                                          0.74$                          

invoiced rate

(a) Program fee 2004

basis budget 91,500$            

program fee collected 93,853$             

basis tons (est)  

actual tons 170,641             

 

CPI change 2004 2018 act 2019

January 195.9 262.188 266.109

66.29                            70.21                                        

100% change 33.838% 35.839%

percent cpi change from base yr 33.838% 35.839%

multiplier @ 50% 116.919% 117.920%

Program Fee Base 91,500.00$       

Paid HRRA

index change from base yr


















































































