Regional Recycling Task Force Meeting v

Thursday, October 9, 2025
10:00 a.m.

Brookfield Town Hall
100 Pocono Road, Brookfield, CT 06804
Room 209
And Via Zoom

MINUTES
In Attendance
J. Baum called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. In attendance were A. Dinho (BW), D. Ongaro
(BK), H. Rushaidat (DA), M. Flanagan (DA-Sustainable CT), E. Falk (DA-Sustainable CT), R. Osborne
(KE), S. Von Holt (NM),P. Silva (RE), T. Carlson (RI), J. Patterson (RX), S. Stauffacher (RX), R. Byrnes
(SH), T. Thornton (HRRA), J. Baum (HRRA)

Approval of Minutes
Motion by A. Dinho, second by P. Silva approved the minutes of June 12, 2025, as presented.
Vote: All in favor. Abstained T. Carlson (RI).

Regional Repair Café — recap of event

J. Baum provided a recap of the Repair Café held on September 20, 2025. The event was successful
with 8 volunteer fixers and 9 attendees. The HRRA will facilitate a Regional Repair Café in spring
2026.

Vapes Forum — discussion of Vaping Unveiled Forum held September 30, 2025

J. Baum shared the HRRA collaborated with the Connecticut Prevention Network and held a forum
on vapes in Hartford, on September 30th. The panel speaker biographies and a recording of the
presentation are posted on the HRRA website for public access. The forum included a discussion
regarding end-of-life disposal Vapes should never be disposed of in the trash or recycling bin. Many
state and federal agencies recommend taking vapes to a household hazardous waste (HHW) event.
Not all towns or regions that provide HHW events accept vapes.

HRRA recommends that residents contact their town or the region’s HHW event organizer before
taking vapes to an event.

Annual Recycling Billboard Contest — 2025-26 contest launch

T. Thornton announced the launch of the 2025-2026 annual recycling billboard contest. The theme
is “Don’t Trash Textiles”. The deadline for students to submit artwork is November 14, 2025. The
local first place winners from each town are due to the HRRA by December 18™ and they should be
delivered to the HRRA office (not mailed).




Annual Municipal Recycling Goals — have 2025-26 goals prepared to share
J. Patterson shared the goals for the Town of Roxbury including:
e Collecting plastic film for the TREX recycling challenge.
e Collaborating with schools and the HRRA to schedule Trash Talks.
e Increase signage at the Roxbury Transfer Station.
e Facilitate a Trash Talk with the HRRA at Bernhardt Meadows Senior Housing.

Municipal recycling program updates from recycling Coordinator/Representative — events
planned for America Recycles Day on November 15th
e T. Carlson shared the Town of Ridgefield is hosting the “Great Pumpkin Pile” to divert
pumpkins and gourds from the waste stream.

e P.Silva announced the Town of Redding is collecting pumpkins at the Redding transfer
station, at no charge.

Items to be raised by members
e J. Baum shared the following recycling education opportunities:

o NERC is hosting virtual professional development courses “Foundations of
Sustainable Materials Recycling” from December 1-5, 2025.

o CTand CET are hosting a webinar “School Recycling: Virtual technical Assistance” on
November 4t to provide an overview on CT Recycling laws, the new school organics
recycling law, and available resources.

e P.Silva shared the Town of Redding was participating in the TREX recycling challenge,
however; the local retail store collecting plastic film is no longer a participating partner.

o Action Item: J. Baum will confirm the list of participating retailers.

Adjournment

Motion by P. Silva second by S. Von Holt to adjourn the meeting. Vote: All in favor. The meeting
was adjourned at 11:07 a.m.



