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MINUTES 
In Attendance 
J. Baum called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. In attendance were P. Drake (BE), A. Dinho (BW), 
D. Ongaro (BK), H. Rushaidat (DA), M. Flanagan (DA-Sustainable CT), E. Falk (DA-Sustainable CT), J. 
Kearns (KE), K. Eaton (NF), P. Silva (RE), T. Carlson (RI), J. Patterson (RX), S. Stauffacher (RX), T. 
Thornton (HRRA), J. Baum (HRRA) 

Approval of Minutes  
Motion by A. Dinho, second by T. Carlson approved the minutes of October 9, 2025, as presented.  
 
Annual Recycling Billboard Contest  

• T. Thornton provided an update on the recycling billboard contest: 
o First place winners from municipalities are due to the HRRA by December 18, 2025. 

The entries should be dropped off to the HRRA office (not mailed). 
o The regional judging will take place on January 8, 2026. 
o The awards ceremony will be held on April 22, 2025. 

 
Seasonal material disposal  

• J. Baum reviewed disposal methods for the following seasonal materials: 
o Yard signs – Lawns signs do not go in the mixed recycling stream. The signs can be 

repurposed or place the plastic portion in municipal solid waste and metal frame can 
go to scrap metal at the local transfer station. 

o Pumpkins and gourds are compostable and a food source for animals. Pumpkins 
that are plain (no paint or decorations) can be donated to farms or disposed of at 
participating drop-off organics programs at the local transfer station. 

o Holiday lights – Holiday string lights should not go in mixed recycling containers; 
they can go to electronic waste at local transfer stations. 

o Wrapping paper/gift bags - Wrapping paper and gift bags do not go in mixed 
recycling, they go in with municipal solid waste. 

 
 
 
 



Repair Café  
• J. Baum announced the Regional Repair Café is scheduled for March 21, 2026, in New 

Milford at the John Pettibone Community Center. The HRRA is facilitating the event in 
partnership with the Town of New Milford.  

 
TREX Recycling Challenge  
J. Baum reviewed the TREX Recycling Challenge program, outlining: 

• The registration process for participation. 
• The procedure for logging the collected plastic film. 
• The list of participating retail stores. 

 
School education programs 

• T. Thornton reviewed the trash talks and waste audits she has completed in local schools 
and within the HRRA communities. 

 
Annual Municipal Recycling Goals 

• T. Carlson reviewed the annual municipal recycling goals for the Town of Ridgefield. 
 
Municipal recycling program updates from Recycling Coordinator/Representative  

• P. Silva shared the Town of Redding will facilitate a Christmas Tree collection program. 
• H. Rushaidat announced the City of Danbury will be hosting “Clean City Danbury” in May. 
• T. Carlson shared the Town of Ridgefield will host a Christmas Tree collection day at the 

Ridgefield Transfer Station for residents. 
 
Items to be raised by members 

• J. Baum announced the CT Compost Alliance and Wesleyan University are hosting the CT 
Compost Conference on March 19, 2026, and there is no fee to attend this event. To 
register for this event, visit ctcompostalliance.org. 

 
Adjournment 
Motion by A. Dinho second by P. Silva to adjourn the meeting. Vote: All in favor. The meeting was 
adjourned at 10:52 a.m. 


